
It brings us so much joy to share these special adoption 
photos!  Richard spent a year at Defenders before he found his 
forever home.  Another one of our long-term residents, the  
fabulous BeBe, was adopted after waiting for five years!  All the 
very best to Richard and BeBe!
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HEARTWARMING ADOPTIONS

Richard

BeBe

SAFE AND SOUND THROUGH WINTER WEATHER 

We received more snow this winter than our Maryland area has seen in ten years!  Through the ice 
and snow, we made sure our shelter animals stayed warm, cozy, and fed, thanks to our dedicated  
caregivers.  Some of our animals enjoyed the snow, while others opted to stay in bed! 

Penelope Geddy Emma





Recently, we welcomed Peaches the Conure to our  
shelter.  Birds are high-maintenance pets, and owners are often 
not prepared for their lifelong commitment.  This sweet girl  
was not receiving the proper care and attention she needed to 
thrive. 
 

We had Peaches checked out by an avian veterinarian, and we purchased a spacious cage for her 
with lots of toys.  She is also receiving a varied, nutritious diet.  So far, her favorite treats are blueberries.  
Our resident African grey parrot, Peepers, also enjoys having a new neighbor to chatter with every day! 
 

We hope you enjoy the special drawing by our young visitor, Olivia.  She was so smitten by our 
two birds, she gave them this adorable picture.
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KINDNESS IN THE COMMUNITY

A local preschool invited Defenders to give 
a special career day talk for their young students.  
Deb and her bearded dragon, Brick, shared the 
importance of showing compassion to all creatures 
great and small. 

Our friend, Sydney, from a neighboring 4-H 
program, organized a donation drive for our    
shelter animals.  We are so grateful for all her hard 
work.  We also extend our appreciation to Arielle, 
Adrianna, Sophia, Douglas, Christopher, Jaime, 
Jason and Ruthanne for their contribution! 

LITTLE PEACHES FINDS HELP AT DEFENDERS

Peepers

Peaches
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DEFENDERS LOVE STORIES...PAST AND PRESENT

“This is my best girl, 
Charlotte.  She lived 14 beautiful 
years, and left a permanent mark 
on my heart.  I lost her in July of 
2024 and I still think of her daily. 
She was my soul cat.  I've had 
many cats, but none quite like 
her.” 

“This is Bob (Bobby       
Wasabi).  He was one of 
Reba’s puppies, now my best 
friend and co-worker.  He loves 
to nap on his food mat in the 
sunshine to make sure he  
doesn’t miss dinner.  He’s the 
best dog I could have ever 
asked for!” 

“Rusty is like no cat I’ve ever 
had.  He is a cuddle bug and enjoys 
talking just as much as I do!  He  
definitely keeps us entertained with 
his playfulness and his talent of 
announcing wherever he is inside the 
house.  I couldn’t have found a better 
furry friend to bring into our home 
and we are so grateful to the staff at 
Defenders for introducing him to us!” 

“This is my soul dog, Tasha, 
adopted from DOAR in September of 
2006.  She changed my life!  I used to 
be a very miserable, bitter teenager, 
but Tasha sowed seeds of positivity, 
gratitude, and whimsy into my being.  
We went on many adventures together 
in the woods and streams throughout 
Maryland (she loved to swim).  
 

Tasha was the most beautiful 
dog, with her floofy tail and liver 
color.  She left her paw prints on my 
heart and I think of her every day. 
Thank you, Defenders, for saving my 
baby girl and giving my family and 
me the honor of welcoming her into 
our crew.  So much love and life and 
memories!” 
 

“Roberta is      
thriving!  She is sociable, 
loves everyone and can 
always find a lap to curl 
up on.  She is energetic 
and playful and adored 
by everyone!  We are so 
happy she is part of our 
family.” 

“We took Kaya (formerly Elsie) 
home from Defenders just over 13 
years ago.  Since adopting her, we've 
learned so much about her breed and 
try to share what we've learned with 
other people.  She's showing her age 
these days, but we treasure every day 
we have with her.” 

“My sweet buddy Todd came 
home with me in 2017 and he continues 
to put up with our family’s shenanigans. 
So grateful for the Defenders team!!”



-5-

Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating cruelty to all animals.  Our shelter is  
proud to help many animals, even those with extensive medical problems.  There is no limit on the time we hold animals for  
adoption.  If a pet is not adopted right away, we hold the pet until a good home is found.  Donations for our work are tax  
deductible.  Current financial info. is available upon request.  Write Defenders of Animal Rights: P.O. Box 25; Phoenix,  
MD 21131.  Call us at (410) 527-1466.  Or, for cost of copying/postage, contact MD Secretary of State; State House;  
Annapolis, MD 21401; or the Virginia Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs.  
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We do not use a professional fundraiser or any fundraising organization.   
We do not sell, give, or lease  donors’ names.

FLORIDA RESIDENTS:  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.   
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  FLORIDA  
REGISTRATION CH 961.  North Carolina Residents: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license  
are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-2214.  The license is not an endorsement by the state. 

*DEBORAH LIMMER and *DELANEY GADDIS-With Love, Dee and Wayne  
*LOLA-by Emily Davis. “Lola brought an immeasurable amount of joy to our lives from the moment she joined our family.   
  She was one of a kind and one of the luckiest days of my life was when she came home with me from Defenders.  We’re  
  devastated by her loss but so lucky to have had her as long as we did.  Thanks for all you do to care for these incredible  
  animals.  We’re forever indebted.”  
*LUCY-by the Bark Family  
*STUART D. MARTIN-by Rodney D. Martin  
*SUSAN MARTIN-by Judy Schott  
*MAZIE MAE CAT and *THEODORE CAT-by Robert Ray  
*MELODY and *KELLY-by Maureen Stonich  
*RITA C. MESHULAM-by Deborah Meshulam and Jennifer Meshulam  
*MINKIE (1999-2020)-by Ruth Rose. “In memory of the cat I adopted from Defenders in 2000 and who gave me 20 years of joy.”  
*GERNIE MURROW (11/25) –by Carol Murrow  
*OLIVER, *DREYFUS, *CRESSIE, *PARKER, *CLANCY, *BAILEY, and *COLBY-by Mary King  
*RICKI, *SKITTLES, *MURRAY, and *CODY-by Elizabeth Hobbs  
*RILEY-by Dennis Houlihan. “In memory of my 15+ Yellow Lab.  Miss ya, buddy…See you at the Bridge.”  
*ROSE-by Ann & Ed Gunning. “Rose, remembered and loved forever.”  
*RUFUS, *MARK, and *P.J. –by the Watkins and Mutschler Families  
*SAM-by Sharon R. Johnson  
*KAREN SCHMITT-by Alan Schmitt. “In loving memory of my mom, who passed in July.  Defenders was one of her favorite  
  charities and now she is helping Saint Francis in Heaven.”  
*BELLA SCHOCH-by Leonard Lewandowski  
*SKITTLES-by Jean Razulis. “In loving memory of our beloved orange tabby, who shared 17 wonderful years with us.   
  Forever in our hearts until we are reunited again.”  
*SMITTY-by Dawn Kreidler  
*PETER JAMES STANSKY (8/20/94-9/22/25)-by Geralyn M. Sola  
*SWEET BOY CC-by Hilary Christian  
*TAG, *TIPPY, *PETRUCHIO, *MISS SUSAN, *SYLVESTER, *CUPBOARD, *FEISTY, AND *SNOWY-by Kathryn L. Sheppard  
*SEAN D. THARP (KIA 3/28/06)-by Teresa Tharp  
*TITAN-by Patricia Fogle. “In memory of my cousin, Dr. Cecilia Callahan’s beloved cat.”  
*TUCKER, *MARLEY, *GIDEON, and *BOGART-by Thomas Giapponi. “In memory of our Lasb, who over the years have  
  given us tremendous companionship.”  
*JEAN TURKOS-by Frances Hauf. “In memory of my mother, who got two of her Beagles from Defenders.”  
*KEVIN WILLINGHAN-by Linda Jarvis; Roy, Sheri, & Luke Klein; and Linda Slike  
*SUSAN YAQUIANT-by John Yaquiant 

TO HONOR AND REMEMBER (continued)
In Loving Memory of

A LEGACY OF KINDNESS:  You can make a difference for our  
animals and provide a lasting positive impact by including Defenders of 
Animal Rights, Inc., in your estate planning.  By making arrangements  
to support our shelter, you can ensure needy orphans will receive the  
help and care they desperately need.  For bequest purposes, our Federal  
Tax I.D. number is 52-1061126.  Thank you so much. 

SAVE A STAMP!  Please use your 
smart phone to scan this code.     
You will be directed to our  
website’s donation portal.   
Thank you!



-6-

Dear Kind Member: 
 

We could all use a little bit of “good news” these days, and I hope the positive stories in this 
newsletter convey the impact of your support.  You help us change lives and ease suffering.  You help us 
make wonderful adoptions possible, turning a once forgotten soul into a cherished family member. 
 

Benjamin hopes his adoption day will come soon.  This sweet senior boy had his fair share of  
misery as a stray on the city streets.  He is so grateful to be safe at our shelter and has a gentle, trusting 
nature.    
 

Exams and x-rays revealed that Benjamin had suffered from a previous spinal injury and as a 
result, was dealing with chronic back pain.  He also required extractions of ten infected teeth.  Today, he 
is doing well and is benefiting from pain medications to ease his discomfort.  It is our goal to find 
Benjamin a loving home where he can rest easy in his golden years.  
 

Leia the kitten came to us with multiple internal deformities, some involving her organs and others 
that impacted her growing body.  Due to these complications, she required a specialist to perform her 
complex spay surgery.   
 

In addition, Leia’s front leg had misaligned growth plates, which if left untreated, would cause her 
a lifetime of suffering.  An orthopedic surgeon amputated her leg, so she could run and play like a regular 
kitten.  We are happy to share that Leia has recently been adopted! 

 
It is our honor and our pleasure to stand up for these animals.  We are here 

for those who have nowhere else to turn.  We stand by them for as long as they 
need us.  We hold them.  We cry for them.  We love them like they are our own.   
 

Thank you for joining us in this good fight and supporting our cause. We 
are so grateful for you.    
 

With Love & Appreciation, 
  

Erin Gillis, President

Benjamin Leia

AN HONOR TO HELP THEM 




