
Phyllis and Rylee are as sweet as pie!  When we saw these special girls needed out of a         
Georgia shelter, we knew we had to help.  Both mother and daughter are heartworm positive and were in 
desperate need of further medical treatment.  It is usually difficult for pets who require long term,  
and often expensive, care to make their way out of busy shelters.  Cue Defenders!  
 

Rylee came to us first because Phyllis’ symptoms were too severe to make the 630-mile          
transport to our shelter.  Once she was stabilized and healthy enough to make the journey, Phyllis was 
also brought to Defenders.   
 

We are now taking over their medical needs so they can be carefree, healthy dogs again.       
Treatment protocol involves a series of medications administered over several months and injections to 
eliminate the adult heartworms.  We will have to limit their activity levels to prevent complications and 
ensure their bodies can heal.  It will be a long road to recovery for them, but we will keep you updated 
on their progress.   
 

Heartworm disease is a severe but avoidable condition.  Your veterinarian can offer many different 
types of preventative medications to ensure pets are safe all year round. 
 

When you spend time with Phyllis and Rylee, you wouldn’t know their struggles.  Their smiles 
and wags show just how grateful they are to be saved.  At Defenders, we go out of our way to help the 
animals who have nowhere else to turn.  Thank you for making these rescues possible!    

Phyllis
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MOTHER & DAUGHTER: TOGETHER AGAIN

Rylee
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*ANDREA & *THE BOYS-by Carole Garcia  
*ANNIE-by Patricia Lake  
*ASHTON-by Leah Bark. “In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Rosenberger’s Ashton”  
*BONNIE BEAVER-by your sister Sharon. “I miss you.”  
*BEAR, *SCABBY, *BABY, *KITTY, *JUNIOR, *SIDWORD, & *JUNIOR THE 2ND-by Jammi Cumber. “In loving  

memory of all my Cat Kid Babies.”  
*BELOVED CATS-by Elaine Tuson. “In memory of all the cats we’ve had and lost over the years.”  
*BELOVED PETS-by Anonymous  
*BRADY-by Paul Hoyer  
*BRANDY, *J.D., & *CODY-by Barbara & Mickey Asner. “In loving memory of our sweet and devoted boys.  You will be  

forever loved and missed.  You’ll be in our hearts forever.”  
*BUELLER-by Carol Heflebower  
*BURTON-by Howard Berliner  
*CARMELITA “LITA” J. CALWELL-by Michael Calwell, Monica & Patrick McDonough, Allyson Norris, and Franklin Surgeon  
*CHARLIE DOG-by Linda Whittredge. “With love in memory of my little Charlie Dog, 11-17-25.”  
*KRISTA CHEPULIS-by Aunt Dolly. “Always in my heart.”  
*CLOVER-by Mom, Dad, Julie, Theresa, and Theo & Piper. “In loving memory of our girl.”  
*CODY-by Linda Mooney. “3/17/08-11/25/24, My dear long-haired orange and white cat.  I miss you more every day.  Love,  

your ‘fur’ mom.”  
*COOPER-by Patricia Bowling. “In memory of a beloved pet and a beautiful soul.”  
*DOLORES CRUJEIRAS-by Gloria Hirsch. “In loving memory of a good person and a good friend.  I will miss you.”  
*JOYCE DEAVER-by Sandra Nelson  
*DOROTHY DOODLE BUG-by Susan O’Connor. “In memory of a wonderful little dog.”  
*BELINDA FOUTS-by Shirley Fouts. “In memory of my daughter.”  
*FRECKLES, *JODY, *MACK, *RAGS, *BREWSER, *MAXI, & *BAILEY-by Laura & Ed Maloy. “In memory of all our  

dogs who we loved dearly and are now waiting on the Rainbow Bridge!”  
*DELANEY GADDIS-by Katherine Miller  
*JAMES GIGLIO-by The Giglio Foundation  
*GIZMO & KYLIE-by JoAnne Stevens  
*GIL GRUZYNSKI-by Dr. Leona Gruzynski  
*GIL GRUZYNSKI-by Andrea Chapman  
*ANDREW HALL-by Amy Hall. “In memory of our dear Andrew who was a great human and best friend to our pets.”  
*WILL HELLIWELL-by Sarah Smith  
*HUDSON-by Ally Yawman. “In memory of my friends’ dog who was a 15/10 good boy!!”  
*JACKSON-by Barbara & Mickey Asner. “In memory of our beloved dog who was recently put to sleep.  The sweetest, most  

loving family member.  Jackson will be forever loved and missed.”  
*JESSIE-by Sue M. Campbell  
*JOHNNY & *MR. MIYAGI-by Stephanie Johnson. “My forever soul-cats.”  
*JUANITA & *BIG MAC-by Earl C. Kirckhoff  
*ALBIN D. KACALA-by Bonnie & Tom Smith  
*KASHEE, *SCHAUMEE, *ASTAN, *TAZMAN, *AUBREY, *AMBER, & *CAPRICE-by Karen Gibson. “Momma loves you”  
*KASSI-by Keith & Mary Mitchell. “In memory of our beloved dog.  She was from Defenders and was the best dog ever.”  
*JOANNE KRAUSE & *MAGGIE-by Laurie Winemiller. “In memory of my Mom and my dog sister.  Merry Christmas in  

Heaven!”  
*KUKLA, *MALACHY, *WEBSTER, *MAX, & *PEANUT BUTTER-by Sharyn Van Sant  
*LEIA-by the Yawman Family  
*CAROLYN A. LONDON & *MAGGIE MAE-by Shirley Wales  
*CRYSTAL A. LUTZ-by George Hamer, III. “In memory of my niece.  She adored animals.”  
*MAGGIE-KC-by Manuel Garcia  
*MARSHALL MARTEL-by Holly Bourbon 

TO HONOR AND REMEMBER
In Loving Memory of
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MEET THE DEFENDERS STAFF!

Ashley
*Co-Operations Manager 
*Veterinary Coordinator

Pam
*Co-Operations Manager 
*Transport Coordinator

Erin
*Shelter Director 

*Board President/Treasurer

Jessica
*Outreach/Volunteer 

Coordinator 
*Administrative Asst. 

*Animal Caregiver

Deb
*Petsmart Coordinator 

*Enrichment  
Coordinator 

*Animal Caregiver

*Dog Care & Intake 
Coordinator 

*Animal Caregiver

Abbey
*Social Media Manager 

*Cat Care & Intake 
Coordinator 

*Animal Caregiver

Graham
*Animal Caregiver

Christine
*Animal Caregiver

Tony
*Animal Caregiver

Katy
*Animal Caregiver 

*IT Support

Vince
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SHELTER IMPROVEMENT UPDATES

We are happy to share we have completed our first 
phase of painting which included our lobby and office 
areas!  We have also installed exterior lighting and have 
started prepping for our generator project.  Stay tuned for 
more updates in the near future. 

Photo shows visiting friends  
sporting their new Defenders gear!  Please 
visit our website to design and order your 
own t-shirt or sweatshirt!  

ON THE MEND: TINY REPTILE FRIENDS

A first for Defenders!  We welcomed these two little cuties in December.  Both Sid and Lenny are 
dealing with the same bacterial infection called “mouth rot”.  This preventable condition is caused by 
inappropriate care and poor nutrition. 
 

We are providing daily medical treatment which includes medications, hydrating soaks in warm 
water, and syringe feedings.  They are making progress every day. 
 

Reptiles may be interesting and exotic, but to thrive they require a very high standard of care.  At 
our shelter, Sid and Lenny are housed separately.  They each have their own appropriately-sized tanks 
with monitored temperature and humidity levels.  They require heat sources and essential UVB lighting.  
With a proper habitat, diet, and supplements, reptiles like Sid and Lenny could live up to 15 to 20 years!  

Sid Lenny
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Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating cruelty to all animals.  Our shelter is  
proud to help many animals, even those with extensive medical problems.  There is no limit on the time we hold animals for  
adoption.  If a pet is not adopted right away, we hold the pet until a good home is found.  Donations for our work are tax  
deductible.  Current financial info. is available upon request.  Write Defenders of Animal Rights: P.O. Box 25; Phoenix,  
MD 21131.  Call us at (410) 527-1466.  Or, for cost of copying/postage, contact MD Secretary of State; State House;  
Annapolis, MD 21401; or the Virginia Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs.  
  
 
 
  
 

Erin Gillis            President/Treasurer   
Donna Yawman    Secretary  
Liz Brooks           Chairman of the Board  Ashley Shanklin       
Ashley Shanklin   Co-Operations Manager 
                           Photographer 
 
Pam Soper           Co-Operations Manager  
Abbey Miller       Social Media Manager 
                           Photographer 
 

We do not use a professional fundraiser or any fundraising organization.   
We do not sell, give, or lease  donors’ names.

FLORIDA RESIDENTS:  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.   
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  FLORIDA  
REGISTRATION CH 961.  North Carolina Residents: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license  
are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-2214.  The license is not an endorsement by the state. 

*MAX-by Carol Rocci. “In memory of my cat.  God bless your work caring for God’s creatures.”  
*ANGELA MAY MEEK-by Elizabeth Meek & Jay Budzinski  
*MILLER-by Rebecca Bartholow  
*MOM-by Noelle Donati  
*MR. ZUMI-by Michael O’Leary. “I adopted him from the county shelter at age 10 and had 7+ great years with me.”  
*MY MOTHER-by Sherri Pennock. “In loving memory of my Mother who loved her two cats.  They brought her great joy.”  
*KAOS MURPHY-by Linda Falk  
*BERNARD MURRAY-by Lorraine Lancaster. “In loving memory of my brother.”  
*JANICE & GARY NEWLON & *ALL THEIR DOG FRIENDS-by Darleen Kobal  
*JOE NICHOLS & *DAPHNE-by Madelyn Nichols  
*PATCHES, *PEACHES, *SASSY, *ASHLEY, *CRYSTAL, & *SIERRA-by Charles & Sandy Thillman. “We’ll see you at  

the Rainbow Bridge.”  
*PINKY & *BOO BOO-by Jacqueline Oefinger. “Thank you for giving them such a good home.”  
*WINSTON RISHEL-by Ute von Mehlem. “In memory of a sweet young dog taken from us far too soon.  I will miss his  

saying ‘hello’ and am heartbroken for his dog parents.”  
*GARY ROSECRANS-by Doris Ludicke  
*CRYSTAL SHERMAN-by Teresa Hammer & family  
*SMOKEY-by Beverly Shanahan. “I adopted Smokey from you in 2006.  So blessed he chose me that day.  We had 17½  

wonderful, loving years before he passed in June this year.  Love & miss you furever, my Smudge.  Happy heavenly birthday!”    
*THOMAS STRICEK & *CHI’UN-by Virginia Stricek. “Love, Mom”  
*SUGAR-by Alexis Melin. “In memory of the best dog ever.  She will be missed by her family and friends.”  
*SWEET PEA-by Bob & Linda Sorrano. “In memory of our little girl who lived up to her name.”  
*TIGER-by Mattie Phillips. “My sweet, lovable feral Tiger 12-13-24.”  
*TINA, *TIGER, * JODEE, *GINGER, *TUFFY, *LEACAT, *CAT, & *PEANUT-by David. “In loving memory of past  

pets.  I will see you in Heaven.”  
*TROOPER-by Lola & Norman Kayler. “In memory of my loving cat.  She was adopted from Defenders and lived for 15  

years.  She brought us much happiness and love!”  
*RACHAEL van der EERDEN-by Harry & Ida Eck. “In memory of our daughter.  Like her Mom and Dad she was a real  

animal lover.”  
*REBECCA WALSH-by Michele Walsh  
*GARY WILLIS-by Walter Glaze, Marcy Kanenson & Maureen Lagana, and Tony & Denise Revels  
*WILLOW-by Lee Britton, Jr. “In memory of my amazing companion dog.”  
*JIM & CAROL WILSON-by Gail Wilson. “In memory of my hubby and his sister.  Thank you for all you do to help the animals.”  
*ROBERT WRIGHT-by Susan Wright. “In loving memory of my husband.”  
*SUSAN YAQUIANT-by John Yaquiant 

TO HONOR AND REMEMBER (continued)
In Loving Memory of

A LEGACY OF KINDNESS:  You can make a difference for our  
animals and provide a lasting positive impact by including Defenders of 
Animal Rights, Inc., in your estate planning.  By making arrangements  
to support our shelter, you can ensure needy orphans will receive the  
help and care they desperately need.  For bequest purposes, our Federal  
Tax I.D. number is 52-1061126.  Thank you so much. 

SAVE A STAMP!  Please use your 
smart phone to scan this code.     
You will be directed to our  
website’s donation portal.   
Thank you!
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CARING FOR THOSE WHO NEED US 

Tumbleweed London

Dear Kind Member: 
 

Happy 2026!  We are starting out another year of helping with a full shelter.  We embrace each 
sweet soul who comes through our doors, and we provide them with the very best of care. 
 

Tumbleweed was found outside, just a tiny kitten facing a great, big world on his own.  He had no 
food or water and no protection from the many dangers around him.   
 

When we welcomed Tumbleweed into our shelter, we noticed he was very wobbly on his feet.  
This darling kitten was diagnosed with cerebellar hypoplasia, which is a developmental condition that 
affects the part of the brain responsible for balance and coordination.  Sadly, this is a permanent  
condition, but it does not cause him any pain.  Cats can learn to adapt to this disability and lead healthy 
lives in a safe environment.  Tumbleweed will be ready for adoption soon, and we will make sure to 
place him in an appropriate home. 

 
London also needed us.  She came to Defenders after her owner passed away, and she was left 

behind inside the home.  This beautiful girl was shy and reserved at first, but she slowly came out of her 
shell.  Now she purrs and shows her charming personality.  
 

A veterinary examination and blood work revealed London has hyperthyroidism, a common issue 
in senior cats.  Left untreated, this hormonal disease can cause high blood pressure, heart disease,  
respiratory problems, and kidney or liver problems.   

 
We began London’s treatment regimen with daily medications, special 

food, and regular check ups.  With consistent care, her condition can be  
managed.  We hope to adopt her to a loving home where she will continue to  
feel her very best. 
 

This is our hope for every animal we welcome into our shelter: a safe 
sanctuary and a new beginning.  Please help us continue to reach the many  
animals who need us.  We cherish your support and kind heart.  Thank you for 
whatever donation you are able to give. 
 

    With Love & Appreciation, Erin Gillis, President




