
We are dedicated to our animals’ each and every need, from the very basics to their specialized 
care, no matter the cost.  
 

Paula also required extra-special veterinary  
treatment.  This sweet cat had been living outside, silently 
suffering with multiple health issues. 
 

Our veterinarians referred Paula to an animal  
dental specialist due to the advanced state of her problems.  
She was diagnosed with gingiovostomatitis, a literal 
“mouthful” of trouble: significant periodontal disease and 
gingivitis.  
 

Paula underwent an intensive surgery to remove all 
of her teeth.  This is an extreme procedure to guarantee she 
will no longer deal with continued, painful issues. 
 

Gentle Paula has recovered quickly and has quite the appetite.  She is happy and calm and purrs to 
show us how grateful she is to be saved. 

Gianna
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THANK YOU FOR SAVING OUR LIVES
A gentle paw, a lean in for snuggles, Gianna shows 

her love in many ways.  At 70 pounds, sometimes she can be 
a little too passionate when she jumps up for a big hug!  
Gianna just wants the affection she never received in her  
previous home.   
 

Gianna came to Defenders after she was seized by     
animal control for multiple violations.  We were happy to 
take her in and to provide a sanctuary for this beautiful girl. 
 

For a dog with a big heart who loves with so much 
gusto, it was interesting for our veterinarians to discover she  
has an actual enlarged heart.  After comprehensive tests by a 
veterinary cardiologist, it was determined that her condition  
can be regulated with daily medications. 
 

Gianna is good about taking her medicine, especially 
if there are treats and snuggle time involved.  She will have 
regular checkups to monitor her heart and ensure she stays 
healthy.   

Paula



MEMORIALS: Contributions may be sent in memory of a person or pet.  We acknowledge gifts to 
the family.  All donations over $25 are published.  Thank you for honoring:

*GREG BANNON-in loving memory-Marsha Bannon  
*MARK BARASH-in loving memory-Allison Barash  
*SHAGGY BARRETTO-in loving memory-Michele Barretto  
*GREG BENNETT-in loving memory of my partner-Bruce Rhodes  
*JOYCE A. BURK-in loving memory.  Donations to the Joyce A. Burk Memorial Fund include: The Ravens  
  Roost Foundation and Diane & Joe Seeger.  
*BURTON-in loving memory-Howard Berliner  
*KRISTA CHEPULIS-in loving memory.  Love and miss you.-Aunt Dolly  
*BETTY S. DALTON and *LUCKY-in loving memory of my wonderful mom and her beloved cat -Jane M. Dalton  
*DR. BARRY H. FRIEDMAN-in loving memory-Marsha Friedman  
*DELANEY GADDIS-in loving memory-Katherine Miller  
*ANDREA GARCIA and *THE BOYS-in loving memory-Carole Garcia  
*GIL GRUZYNSKI-in loving memory-Dr. Leona Gruzynski  
*WILL HELLIWELL-in loving memory-the Parkville Library colleagues of Janice Helliwell  
*HOLLY, *IVY, *PRIZE, *BRIDGET, *GIZMO, and *FRITO-in loving memory of all who have crossed the  
  Rainbow Bridge-Colleen and Dave Barsotti  
*KELLY and MELODY-in loving memory-Maureen Stonich  
*MAGGIE, *PATCHES, *FRISKY, and *STAR-in loving memory.  I love and miss you.  You were such a  
  blessing.-Vicki Layman  
*MAX (2025) and *HEIDI (2012)-in memory of my two beloved dogs.  I loved them so much.-Allen R. Nelson  
*OZZIE-in love and remembrance of our loving and loyal Doggie Dooskie-James Poirier  
*PENNY-in memory of our beloved Puggle-Jay and Sandi Goldscher  
*KATHLEEN ROSSA and *BELOVED PETS-in loving memory of Kathleen Rossa and all her beloved cats  
  and rabbits.  I miss you.-Love, Peengoss  
*SHIRLEY ROZANSKI-in loving memory and blessings for all her kindness for Max and all animals she loved 
  -Love, Donna and Earl  
*SHIRLEY ROZANSKI and *MAX-in loving memory of Shirley Rozanski and her beloved fur baby Max.     
  May they rest in peace together.-Deborah Matusky  
*RUTTER-in loving memory-Jean Raeke  
*SAMMI & JAMIE-in loving memory-Gail M. Trawinski  
*ERNIE SKIDMORE of Fallston, MD-in loving memory-David Fine  
*QUINNIE SLATER-in loving memory of Steve and Judy’s precious baby girl-Love, Donna & Earl  
*SPRITE, *BUD, *SANDY, *DOG, *VAL, *BECKY, and *GEORGE-in loving memory of my pets            
  -Jane “Cricket” Geis  
*SWEET SHILOH-in loving memory-Susan and Bob Marshall  
*CAROL TAYLOR-in loving memory-Parkville AARP Chapter 3090  
*JOHN C. ULRICH, D.D.S.-in loving memory-Lorraine Tomsik  
*FRANKLIN ROBERT WELLS-in loving memory of our son-Amy Wells  
*DIANA OGLIVIE WILLIAMS-in loving memory- the Clancy family   
*TY WOLLENWEBER-in memory of my beloved nephew, who never hesitated to speak up for those who  
  couldn’t-Aunt Helene 
 

A LEGACY OF KINDNESS:  You can make a difference for our animals and provide a lasting positive impact by 
including Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc., in your estate planning.  By making arrangements to support our shelter, you 
can ensure needy orphans will receive the help and care they desperately need.  For bequest purposes, our Federal Tax 
I.D. number is 52-1061126.  Thank you so much.  



A HOME FOR GUS:  Gentle Gus was rescued 
from a home that was raided for drug activity.  
At our shelter, we all immediately fell in love 
with his sweet nature.  We couldn’t be happier 
that Gus was adopted by Donna, one of our    
tireless Board members, and her family.  

LITTLE BOX, LOTTA BABIES:  This litter of 
seven was brought to us inside a tiny shoe box.  
Their eyes all peered up at us, pleading to be saved.  
We welcomed this precious crew into our shelter to 
receive all the care they needed. 

HELPLESS KITTEN SAVED:  Teeny tiny   
Betty was found all alone in a pile of rubble at   
a construction site.  She was so young that her 
little umbilical cord was still attached. 
 

Betty requires kitten formula from a    
bottle every few hours, cleaning, and a warming 
disk to regulate her body temperature.  It is a 
lot of work to be a stand-in mama cat, but we 
are proud to do it! 

SAVE A STAMP!  Please use your smart 
phone to scan this code.  You will be 
directed to our website’s donation  
portal.  Thank you!

HOLIDAY CARD CUTIES:  We are happy to let 
you know Cindy and Lynn, featured on our 2025 
card, are doing great in their new homes!    

Cindy stopped by the shelter to visit us and 
Lynn’s new mom sent us a photo of Lynn relaxing on 
her screened-in porch at the beach.  These happy 
endings bring us so much joy! 



BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROSITY, THESE LIVES HAVE BEEN SAVED!

Thank you for your support and for making a difference!

“Shilo is the joy of our 
lives!”

“Taco is timeless...19 years 
young and the best snuggler.”

“Barry and Delilah are happy, healthy, 
and spoiled absolutely rotten!”

“Sebastian and Murphy 
getting some fresh air.  
They are both little  
cuddle bugs.”

“Charlie was only at Defenders for 
about a week before we adopted him. 
He has clearly adjusted to his new life.  
He’s a hot mess but we love him!”

“Binx and Charlie are the best 
of friends and the goodest 
boys!”

“Daryl is full of energy all   
the time.  His favorite time is 
to play ball outside and bark at 
his neighborhood.”

“Ruby loves sunning on the  
balcony, chasing bugs, and  
tormenting her sisters.  Love my 
crazy-eyed kitty-girl.”

“Jay and Julian are the best of 
friends.  Two beautiful souls!”



Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating cruelty to all animals.  Our shelter is  
proud to help many animals, even those with extensive medical problems.  There is no limit on the time we hold animals for  
adoption.  If a pet is not adopted right away, we hold the pet until a good home is found.  Donations for our work are tax  
deductible.  Current financial info. is available upon request.  Write Defenders of Animal Rights: P.O. Box 25; Phoenix,  
MD 21131.  Call us at (410) 527-1466.  Or, for cost of copying/postage, contact MD Secretary of State; State House;  
Annapolis, MD 21401; or the Virginia Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs.  
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Donna Yawman    Secretary  
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 Ashley Shanklin       
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                           Photographer 
 
Pam Soper           Co-Operations Manager  
Abbey Miller       Social Media Manager 
                           Photographer 
 

We do not use a professional fundraiser or any fundraising organization.   
We do not sell, give, or lease  donors’ names.

FLORIDA RESIDENTS:  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.   
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  FLORIDA  
REGISTRATION CH 961.  North Carolina Residents: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license  
are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-2214.  The license is not an endorsement by the state. 

SUNSHINE, FRESH AIR, & BIG SMILES
At Defenders, we are fortunate enough to be able to provide a safe, loving environment for our 

animals until they find good homes.  Sometimes they are with us for many months, or in Penelope and 
Timmy’s cases, even years.  We strive to provide all we can to keep our shelter dogs, cats, and small  
animals happy and healthy while they are here.   
 

For our dogs, time out of their kennels is so important for exercise, stress reduction, and their 
overall well being.  We provide enrichment time regularly which includes outside playtime, walks, and 
special treats to keep them busy.    

Dasani

Timmy
Buck

Penelope MannyGeddy



HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  THANK YOU FOR THE GIFT OF LIFE

Here are just a few of our animals who have  
been impacted by your compassionate support!

Nessie, Eddie, 
& Cheri

T-Bone

Dear Kind Member: 
 

As another year draws to a close, we look back on the photos of the many faces we have 
helped.  Our hearts are full as we realize all the good we have made possible, together, at our 
small but busy shelter.    
 

In a world that often seems divided, it feels good to know our compassion for animals 
brings us together as one.  We are beyond grateful to have you by our sides as we open our doors 
to the neediest of cases, animals like the kittens above, who were shivering and hungry in the cold.          
 

T-Bone, too, needed us when his owner was no longer able to care for his beloved pet.  This 
sweet boy’s world was turned upside down.  We are doing all we can to ensure T-Bone is  
comfortable and loved as he waits for a new home.  
 

We hope you know how important each and every dollar you send touches our rescue work.  
Your support reaches our animals and all the daily expenses it takes to run a shelter.  It also helps 
us gradually renovate our aging building.  We will be installing a generator to provide back-up 
power for our shelter when we lose electricity.  We are also performing cosmetic repairs to our 
walls and doors.  
 

Upcoming improvement projects include finding ways to reduce noise levels in our kennel,   
rebuilding our play yard areas outside, and adding a new visitation entrance into our cat rooms.  
 

Upgrades like these take time and money.  Thank you for whatever 
gift you are able to send today and know that we cherish your generosity. 
 

Wishing you and your loved ones a happy and healthy holiday  
season!  Take care. 
 

With Love & Appreciation, 
  
 
 
                                                       Erin Gillis, President




